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ROD R. BLAGOJEVICH, GOVERNOR RENEE CIPRIANO, DIRECTOR

(217)524-1663
EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

June 27, 2005 259644

Mr. Bill Bolen
Chief, Response Section n
Emergency Response Branch
United States Environmental Protection Agency
77 West Jackson Street
Chicago, Illinois 60604-3590

Dear Mr. Bolen:

I am requesting the Region 5 Offices of the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(U.S. EPA) assign an On-Scene Coordinator to conduct a time-critical removal assessment and
possible removal action at the Havana Right of Way site located in Havana, Mason County,
Illinois.

The Havana Right of Way site is composed of five separate parcels of property encompassing
approximately 3 acres within the city limits of Havana. The site lies within a mixture of
residential, commercial, and industrial properties. Historically, Prairieland Steel operated near
the site from 1887 until 1996. It appears that foundry sands from Prairieland Steel may have
been deposited throughout the site.

In 2003, Illinois EPA conducted an investigation of the area. It was determined that volatile
organic (VOC) and heavy metal contamination existed in the soil and groundwater of the area.
At least one waste pile was noted to be present that contained levels of lead as high as 67,000
parts per million (ppm). There are also other areas of contaminated soil throughout the site that
contain significant levels of lead contamination. This prompted a Pre-CERCLIS Screening
Assessment that was conducted by the Office of Site Evaluation in 2004. Additional areas of soil
contamination were found and it was determined that the site should be placed on the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, & Liability Information System
(CERCLIS).

The Illinois EPA investigations have concluded that past foundry operations, possibly from
Prairieland Steel, had likely resulted in heavy metal contamination of the on-site soil. Portions of
the Pre-CERLCIS Screening Assessment Report are attached to this referral. Additional site
information will be made available when the site meeting takes place.
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Mr. Mark Weber from the Office of Site Evaluation will serve as Illinois EPA's contact person
for Removal Coordination Activities for this project. Before the time-critical removal process
begins, Illinois EPA requests that a site meeting take place in order to discuss program goals and
objectives for this project. At that time, Illinois EPA will also make available all necessary file
information and copies of past inspections. Please have your On-Scene Coordinator arrange a
meeting with Mark at 217-524-1656 and myself at the above reference phone number as soon as
possible to arrange a site visit and discuss future site activities.

Thank you for your consideration and we look forward to working with U.S. EPA in this and
other future removal activities.

Sincerely,

Bruce Everetts
Office of Site Evaluation
Division of Remediation Management
Bureau of Land

cc: Division File, w/ attachments
Mark Weber, OSE, w/o attachments
Linda Nachowicz, U.S. EPA, w/o attachments, via e-mail
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HAVANA RIGHT OF WAY XRF DATA

LOCATION DEPTH II Lead Arsenic Mercury Zinc Copper Nickel Cobalt Chromium
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LOCATION DEPTH || Lead Arsenic Mercury Zinc Copper Nickel Cobalt Chromium
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LOCATION DEPTH || Lead Arsenic Mercury Zinc Copper Nickel Cobalt Chromium
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Concentrations highlighted in red indicate those which exceeded TACO Tier 1 clean-up objectives.



TABLE 2
TCLP SAMPLE SUMMARY
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